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SIR EDMUND PLOWDEN'S PATENT FOR 
NEW ALBION. 

Introductory Note by Professor G. B. Keen. 

The article entitled " An Examination of Beauchamp Plantagenet's 
Description of the Province of New Albion," written by the late John 
Penington, of Philadelphia, in 1 840, and published in the Memoirs of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, vol. iv. pt. i. pp. 133 et seq., is not 
precisely the dernier mot upon the subject which the tone of the author 
would indicate that he regarded it. The paper was very jus ly criticized 
at that time by a reviewer in the Gentleman's Magazine (August, 1840), 
and afterwards by other students of history, among the latest of these being 
a contributor to the fifth volume of the Pennsylvania Magazine, who 
certainly does not show himself a partisan of the proprietor of New Albion, 
or of his Catholic friends and relatives who most probably united with him 
in the endeavor to settle his Province. 

Since the appearance of the articles of Mr. Neill, the editor has discovered 
the following interesting mention of Sir Edmund Plowden in the second 
report of Johan Printz, Governor of New Sweden, to the Swedish West 
India Company, dated Christina, June 20, 1644, printed at the end of Prof. 
C.T. Odhner's Kolonien Nya SverigesOrundlaggning (Stockholm, 1876) : — 

"In my former communications concerning the English 
knight I have mentioned how last year, in Virginia, he 
desired to sail with his people, sixteen in number, in a 
barque, from Heckemak [Accomack] to Kikathans [or 
Keeoughtan, the present Hampton] ; and when they came 
to the Bay of Virginia, the captain (who had previously 
conspired with the knight's people to kill him) directed his 
course not to Kikethan, but to Cape Henry, passing which, 
they came to an isle in the high sea called Smith's Island, 
when they took counsel in what way they should put him 
to death, and thought it best not to slay him with their 
hands, but to set him, without food, clothes, or arms, on the 
above-named island, which was inhabited by no man or other 
animal save wolves and bears ; and this they did. Never- 
theless, two young noble retainers, who had been brought 
up by the knight, and who knew nothing of that plot, when 
they beheld this evil fortune of their lord, leaped from the 
barque into the ocean, swam ashore, and remained with their 
master. The fourth day following, an English sloop sailed 
by Smith's Island, coming so Close that the young men were 
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able to hail her, when the knight was taken aboard (half 
dead, and as black as the ground) and conveyed to Hackemak, 
where he recovered. The knight's people, however, arrived 
with the barque May 6, 1643, at our Fort Elfsborg, and asked 
after ships to Old England. Hereupon I demanded their 
pass, and inquired from whence they came ; and as soon as I 
perceived that they were not on a proper errand, I took 
them with me (though with their consent) to Christina, to 
bargain about flour and other provisions, and questioned 
them until a maid-servant (who had been the knight's washer- 
woman) confessed the truth and betrayed them. I at once 
caused an inventory to be taken of their goods, in their pre- 
sence, and held the people prisoners, until the very English 
sloop which had rescued the knight arrived with a letter 
from him concerning the matter, addressed not alone to me, 
but to all the governors and commandants of the whole coast 
of Florida. Thereupon I surrendered to him the people, 
barque, and goods (in precise accordance with the inventory), 
and he paid me 425 riksdaler for my expenses. The chief of 
these traitors the knight has had executed. He himself is 
still in Virginia, and (as he constantly professes) expects 
vessels and people from Ireland and England. To all ships 
and barques that come from thence he grants free commis- 
sion to trade here in the river with the savages ; but I have 
not yet permitted any of them to pass, nor shall I do so until 
I receive order and command to that effect from my most 
gracious queen, her Eoyal Majesty of Sweden." 

The courtesy of a London correspondent has supplied the succeeding 
extracts from the will of Sir Edmund Plowden, preserved in the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury : — 

" This nine and twentyth day of July, one Thousand Six 
hundred fifty-five, I, S r Edmund Plowden of Wansted in the 
county of Southton Knight, Lord, Earle Palatine, Governor, 
and Captain Generall of the Province of New Albion in 
America, and a peere of the kingdome of Ireland." 

To be buried in Ledbury Church with "brasse plates of my 
eisjhteene children had affixed to the said monument at 
thirty or fourty powndes charges, together with my perfect 
pedigree as is drawne at my house." 

£40 apiece to 11 parishes wherein lands. 

Son Francis's " sinister & undue practises," " damnifyed & 
hindered by him these eighteene years," " his mother a mu- 
table woman by him perverted." 

Daughter Winifred. Son Thomas. 

"And whereas lam seized of the province and County 
Palatine of New Albion as of free principality, & held of the 
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Crowne of Ireland of which I am a Peere, which Honor and 
title and province as Arundell, and many other Earledomes, 
and .Baronies is assignable and saleable with the province 
and County Palatine as a locall Earledome .... all that 
my province and County Palatine and Peerage as a Peere of 
Ireland with all Royalties, and Regalities Tribute Rents Cus- 
toms Profits Reversions and Services .... unto Thomas 

my sonne I doe order & will that my sonne Thomas 

Plowden & after his decease his eldest heire male & if he be 
under age then his guardian with all speed after my decease doe 
imploy by consent of S r William Masonof Grays InneKn* other- 
wise William Mason Esquire whom I make a Trustee for this 
my plantation all the cleere rents & pfits of my Lands under- 
woods tythes debts stocks & moneys for full ten years (ex- 
cepted what is bequeathed aforesaid) for the planting fortify- 
ing peopling and stocking of my province of New Albion, 
and to summon & enforce according to Covenants in Inden- 
tures and subscriptions all my undertakers to transplant 
thither & there to settle their number of men with such 
of my estate yearely can transplant, namely Lord Monson 
fifty, Lord Sherrard a hundred S r Thomas Danby a hundred, 
Captaine Batts his heire a hundred, Mr. Eltonhead a Master 
in Chancery fifty, his eldest bro r Eltonhead fifty, Mr. Bowles 
late Clerke of the Crowne fourty, Captain Cleyborne in Vir- 
ginia fifty, Viscount Muskery fifty, & many others in Eng- 
land Virginia & New England subscribed & by direction in 
my manuscript bookes since I resided six [years ?] there, & of 
policie & government there & of the best seates, profits, mines, 
rich trade of furrs, and wares, and fruites, wine, worme silke 
& grasse silke, fish, & beasts there, rice, and floatable grounds 
for rice, flax, maples, hempe,barly,and corne two crops yearely. 
To build churches & schoole3 there, & to indeavour to convert 
the Indians there to Christianity & to settle there my family 
kindred & posterity." 

Signed Albion. 
Proved 27 July, 1659, in the P. C. C. 

The same person has furnished these extracts from the will of Sir Edmund 
Plowden's son, Thomas Plowden, also to be found at Somerset House : — 

" This sixteenth day of May in the ninth and tenth year of 
our lord King William .... [1698] Thomas Plowden of 
Lasham in the County of South ton Gent .... unto all my 
children sons & daughters ten shillings a piece of lawfull 
English money & to every of my Grandchildren ten shillings 

apiece of like money Item I do give & bequeath 

unto my son Francis Plowden the Letters Pattent & Title 
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with all advantages & profitts thereunto belonging. And as 
it was granted by our late Sovereign Lord King Charles the 
first over England under the great Seal of England unto my 
ffather Sir Edmund Plowden of Wansted in the County of 
Southton now deceased The province and County palatine 
of new Albion in America Or in North Virginia & America 
which pattent is now in the custody of my son in law 
Andrew Wall of Ludshott in the said County of Southton 
who has these severall years wrongfully detained it to my 
great Loss & hinderance and all the rest and residue of my 
goods chatties & personall Estate after my debts and Lega- 
cies be paid & funerall discharged I give & devise unto my 
wife Thbmazine Plowden of Lasham." 
Pr. in P. C. C. 10 Sept. 1698. 

A copy of the very rare pamphlet circulated by Charles Varlo in America, 
in 1784, has been kindly loaned by the owner of it, Mr. Charles H. Kalb- 
fleisch, of New York City, with permission to reprint the title and the only 
portion of it not contained in Ebenezer Hazard's Historical Collections 
(vol. i. pp. 160 et seq.), and the "parergon" to Mr. Penington's essay, 
above referred to. These are as follows : — 

The Finest Part of America. 

To be Sold, or Lett, | From Eight Hundred to Four Thou- 
sand Acres, in a Farm, | All that Entire Estate, called | 
Long Island, in New Albion, | Lying near New York: | Be- 
longing to the Earl Palatine of Albion, | Granted To | His 
Predecessor, Earl Palatine of Albion, | By King Charles the 
First. | \* The Situation of Long Island is well known, 
therefore needs | no Description here, | New Albion is a 
Part of the Continent of Terra Firma, de | scribed in the 
Charter, to begin at Cape May ; from thence Westward | 
120 Miles running by the River Delaware, closely following 
its Course | by the North Latitude, to a certain Rivulet 
there, arising from a Spring | of Lord Baltimore's, in Mary- 
land. To the South from thence, | taking its Course into a 
Square, bending to the North by a Right Line | 120 Miles. 
From thence also into a Square inclining to the East in a 
right | Line 120 Miles to the River and Port of Reacher Cod, 
and descends I to a Savannah or Meadow, turning and in- 
cluding the Top of Sandy Hook ; | from thence along the 
Shore to Cape May, where it began forming a | Square of 120 
Miles of good Land. | Long Island is mostly improved and 
fit for a Course of Husbandry. | N. B. Great Encouragement 
be given to improving Tenants, by | letting the Lands very 
cheap, on Leases of Lives, renewal for ever. | [glT* Letters 
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(Post paid) signed with real names, directed for F. P. at | 
Mr. Reynell's Printing-Office, No. 21, Piccadilly, near the 
Hay-Market, | will he answered, and the Writer directed 
where he may be treated with, | relative to the Conditions 
of Sale, Charter, Title Deeds, a Map, with the | Farms 
allotted thereon, &c. &c. | Just Published, and may be had as 
above, (Price One Shilling) | A True Copy of the Above 
Charter, | With the Conditions of Letting, or Selling the 
Land, | And other Articles relating thereto. 

Conditions for Letting or Selling, 

Lord Earl Palatine of Albion's Estate, New 

Albion, in America. 

I. Wood or unimproved land, which lies above ten miles 
from any sea-port or navigable river, will be sold at 51. 100 
acres, or let on a lease of lives renewable for ever, at 21. 
10s. 100 acres, paying a fine at the fall of a life. 

II. Unimproved or wood land, which lies less than ten, or 
more than five miles from a sea-port or navigable river, will 
be sold at 101. 100 acres, or let at 51. 100 acres, on leases for 
lives renewable for ever, to pay a fine at the fall of a line. 

III. Unimproved wood land, which lies within five miles 
from any sea-port or navigable river, will be sold at 151. 100 
acres, or let at 71. 10s. 100 acres, on a lease of lives renewable 
for ever, paying a fine at the fall of a life. 

IY. Any cleared or improved land will be sold or let 
cheap, in proportion to its value. IS". B. A bargain may be 
made, and leases executed in England, for any lot or quantity 
of land that may be fixed upon, and should the said lot fixed, 
be engaged by any prior lease, or not liked by the tenant 
when he arrives in America, and views the premisses, he 
shall then have any other part of ground at the same rent or 
quality he pleases, that is not prior engaged. 

In 1881 Mr. G. D. Scull spoke, in his Evelyns in America (pp. 361 et seq.), 
of having met with a volume in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, containing 
a copy of the charter of New Albion in the original Latin, with written 
opinions of certain " able and learned lawyers," consulted by Edward 
Bysshe, " Garter Principal King of Arms of Englishmen," favorable to the 
validity both of it and of the claim to the Irish peerage, made by Sir 
Edmund Plowden, all of these being recorded by Bysshe, Jan. 23, 1648-9, 
'' in the office of arms, there to remain in perpetual memory." Already, 
however, in 1880, it had occurred to Mr. Brinton Cose, of Philadelphia, to 
have a search instituted in the proper office at Dublin for the same letters 
patent, said by Varlo to be on record in that city, and almost by return 
mail had been received the certificated copy of the paper, which we take 
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satisfaction in reproducing literatim in the Magazine. The prime impor. 
tance of the document all who have any knowledge of the topic will appre- 
ciate. For the information of persons not familiar with the language, or 
at least with the abbreviated style of the manuscript, it may be stated that 
the English translation of this charter, printed in Varlo's pamphlet before 
mentioned, and reprinted in Hazard's Collections, is sufficiently accurate 
for all purposes of historical inquiry. 



CERTIFIED COPY 

OF PORTION OF A RECORD IN THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF IRELAND, 
ENTITLED "PATENT ROLL," CHANCERY, 10 CHARLES I. PJ I. 



Cabolus dei gratia Anglie Scocie ffranc' & hibrtie Rex fidei 
defensor &c omnibus ad quos p 9 sent' lfe nfe pvener' saltm 
Cum p 9 dilcus & fidelis subditus noster Edmundus Plowden 
miles laudabili quodam et pio Christiane religionis pariter et 
imperii nf i territoria dilatandi studio flagrans certam quandam 
Insulam et regionem inferius describendam in terra quadam 
nra ad occiduam mundi plagam in aliquib3 partib3 a barbaris 
et feris quibusdam hominib3 nullam divini immunis notitiam 
habentib3 occupata vulgariter appellata borealis Virginia 
magnis suis impensib3 antehac discoperiivit et nunc amplam 
admodum & copiosam quingenta^ psonajj et nroy subdito^ 
coloniam eo deducturus socios eiusdem pii operis et colonie 
fundande Iohem Lawrence milit' & Barronet' Bowyer Worsley 
milit' et Carolum Barrett Armig' & Iohem Trusler Roger' 
Packe Willm Inwood Thomam Ribread et Georgia Noble se- 
cum elegit ac totam illam insulam & regionem in provinciam 
& comitatum Pallatinatum erigendam cum certis quibusdam 
privileges et jurisdiccoib3 ad Colonie sue & Region' p'dce sa- 
lubre regimen & statum ptinent' a regia celsitudine nra illis 
& hered' & assign' eoy. dari concedi et confirmari humiliter 
supplicaver' Ac eiusdem Eddum Plowden milit' & assign' eius 
gubernato!^ p 9 missov et dignitatib3 titlis & privileg' decora- 
turn crearemur orantes Sciatis igit' qd nos pium & nobile p dci 
Edmond' Plowden mil' & p'dco# socio!/ eius p'positum & 
studium regio favore psequentes et eo qd Colonia ibm incepta 
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& diligenter habitata & culta subditis & regnis nfis magni est 
momenti ex gra nfa spiali certa Sciencia & mero motu nfis 
Necnon de advisament' & consensu p'dileet' & fidel' consan- 
guin' & consiliar' nfi Thome Vicecomit' Wentworth Deputat' 
nfi general' dci Regni nfi hibnie ac scdm tenor' et effect' 
quarund' Imif. nmif. manu nfa ppria signat' ac sub signeto 
nfo sigillat' geren' dat' apud Oatelands vicesimo quarto die 
Iulii anno regni nfi octavo et nunc in Rotul' Cane' nfe dci 
Regni nfi Hibnie Irrotulat' Dedimtjs concessim' et confirma- 
vim' ac p p 9 sent' hanc Cartam nfam p nobis hered' et success' 
nfis p'fat' Edmondo Plowden mil' IoM Lawrence mil' & Bar- 
ronett' Bowyer Worsley milit' Carolo Barret & IoM Trusler 
Rogero Packe Willo Inwood Thome Ribread et Georgio Noble 
hered' et assign' eoiji imppm Damus concedim' et confirmam' 
totam & integram illam Insulam ppe continent' sive terram 
firmam Borealis Virginie yocat' Insula Plowden seu longa 
Insula & iacen' ppe vel inter trigesimum nonum & quadra- 
gesimu gradum borealis latitudinis unacum parte continentis 
sive terr' firm' p 9 dict' ppe adiacen' discribend' incipiend' a 
puncto anguli cuiusdam promontorii vocat' Cape Maye et inde 
ad occidentem versus p spaciii quadragint' leucarum pcurrens 
sinus Delaware boreale latus sequendo intimum eius pcessum 
usq' ad Rivol' cuiusd' ibm scaturiginem ascendit qua dm Bal- 
tamore terras de Maryland et Sinum p 9 dict' ad austrum tota 
sua latitudine coniuncta ptingit & conterminat' indeflexo iti- 
nere in quadrantem curvans ad Boream recta linea p spaciii 
quadraginta leucarum excurrit de inde similit' per quadran- 
tem flectens orientem versus recta linea per spaciii quadra- 
gint' leucarum fluviu et portum de Ratcher Cod conterminans 
ad oceanum descendit sumii de Sandhay ptingens & inclu- 
dens ac inde versus austrum p quadrantem tendens p oceani 
Insuleq' Plowden p'dict' littora p'teriens & alluens ad punctum 
promontorii Cape Maye supius memorati ubi incepit terminat' 
Damus insup et p p 9 sentem Cartam nfam p nobis hered' & 
success' nfis p'fat' Edo Plowden imlit' IoM Lawrence milit' 
et Barronetto Bowyer Worsley milit' Carolo Baret aro IoM 
Trusler Rogero Packe Willo Inwood Thome Ribread & Georgio 
Noble hered' & assign' suis Concedim' et confirmam' oes & 
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singul' insulas & insululas infra decern leucas p'dict' regionis 
littorib3 in mari existent' natas yel naseendas vocat' p noen 
vel noia de Pamonke Hudsons seu Hudsons Kiver lies vel 
aliquibuscunq' noib3 cum oib3 & singulis portubus navium & 
maris crecis ad earn vel ad insulas insululasq' p 9 dict' scituat' 
existent' vel conterminant' Omnesq' terr' fundos silvas lacus 
aquas salsas & fluvios iuxta regionem insulas insululasq' 
p 9 dict' existent' et infra limites p^dict' inclusas descript' et 
conterminat' cum cuiuscunq' gener' pisciu ballenaif et sturio- 
num et alio!/; regaim in mare vel fluminib3 piscacoib3 omnes 
insup auri argenti gemar' & lapidium p 9 tios' et alias quascunq' 
sive lapidum sive mettellojj sive alterius cuiuscunq' rei vel 
mater' venas & fodinas tarn apptas quam occultas infra re- 
gionem insulas seu limittes p^dict' reptas & reperiendas Et 
hoc amplius omn' Ecclia!/ quas crescente Christi cultu & re- 
ligione infra diet' regionem Insulas & limittes futuris tem- 
porib3 edificari contigerit patronatus & advocacoes unacum 
oib3 & singul' huiusmodi ac adeo amplis jurib3 iurisdiccon' 
privileg' p 9 rogativis regalitat' lib'tat' imunitat' iuribusq' re- 
galibus & franchesis quibuscunq' tarn p mare quam p terr' 
infra regionem Insulas & limitt' p'dict' habend' exercend' 
utend' & gaudend' put aliquis Episcopus Dunelmens' infra 
Episcopatum sive Comitatum Palatinatum Dunelmense infra 
regnu nfm Angl' unquam antehac huit tenuit usus vel gavisus 
fuit seu de iure here tenere uti vel gaudere debuit aut potuit 
Ipsumq' Edmond' Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suos p nobis 
hered' et success' nfis Eegionis Insuleq' p'dict' ceteroi/q' 
p 9 miss' veros & absolutos Dominos & pprietarios salva semper 
fide & ligeancia nobis hered' & success' nfis debita & eiusdem 
Comitem Pallatinii et gubnatorem cum tot tant' & tal' titiis 
addic6be dignitat' & privileg' p p 9 sent' facim' cream' et con- 
stituim' quot quant' et qual' Georgius Calvert miles infra 
Provinciam sive comitat' Pallatin' de Avalonia infra terr' 
nfam novam vel ut p 9 dcus dns de Baltamore infra Maryland 
p'dict' vel Iacobus Comes de Carlisle infra insulas Antillas 
vel illas Comunit' vocat' S* xpofer vel Barbadoes vel ut Epis- 
copus Dunelmens' p'dict' infra Episcopatum seu comitat' Pal- 
latin' Dunelmens' p'dict' vel ut Thomas Mason nup Thesaur' 
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exercitus nfi in terra sua infra novam Angliam vel aliquis 
alius fundat' Colonie vel gubernator noster ubicunq' unquam 
antehac huit tenuit usus vel gavisus fuit seu de iure tenere 
here uti vel gaudere debuit aut potuit habend' tenend' possi- 
dend' & gaudend' p'dict' region' Insulam & cetera p 9 miss' 
primo concess' eidem Edmondo Plowden milit' Iohi Lawrence 
mil' & Barronett' Bowyer Worsley mil' Iohi Trusler Rogero 
Packe Willo Inwood Thome Ribread Carolo Barrett & Georgio 
Noble et hered' & assign' eoy imppm Et habend' tenend' pos- 
sidend' exercend' et gaudend' p'dict' titim addiccon' dignitat' 
& privileg' comit' Palatin' seu officiii Gubernator' Regionis 
insul' & p'misso!^ p'fat' Eddo Plowden milit' hered' & assign' 
suis imppm Tenend' de nobis 'hered' & success' nfis ut de 
Coron' nfa Hibnie in capite ut vero p'dict' regio sic a nobis 
concess' & discripta ceteris oib3 illius terr' regionibus p 9 ful- 
geat et amplior' titlis decoret' Sciatis qd nos de ampliori gra 
certa sciencia & mero motu nfis de advisament' & consensu 
p'dict' dcam regionem insulam & p 9 miss' in Provinciam eri- 
gend' esse duxim' put eas ex plenitudine potestatis et pre- 
rogative nf e regie p nobis hered' & success' nfis in Provinciam 
erigim' et incorporam' Eamq' novam Albion seu Provinciam 
nove Albion nominam' et sic in futur' nominari volumus et qd 
dca provincia ut liber Comitatus Pallatinus sit nullo modo de 
Provinciis sive regionib3 Virginie & nove Angl' & gubernato- 
rib3 e&y. vel ulle alie Provincie regioni & gubernator' quovis- 
mod' subdit' aut dependens sed exempta & libera et a nfa 
psona Regali et impali Corona nfa ut Rex hibnie et a nullo 
alio dependeat p p 9 sent' p nobis hered' & success' nfis ordi- 
nam' et decreuim' Et quoniam p^fat' Eddum Plowden milit' 
totius Provincie antedce verum dKm & pprieta^ supius fecim' 
et ordinavim' Ulteritjs igit' Sciatis qd nos p nobis hered' & 
success' nfis eid' Eddo de cuius fide prudent' iusticia & pvida 
animi circumspeccbe plurim' confidim' & hered' suis p bono 
& felice dee Provincie regimine leges quascunq' sive ad pub- 
licum eiusd' Provincie statum sive ad privat' singuloy utilitat' 
ptinent iuxta sanas discretiones suas et cum consilio appro- 
bacoe & assensu liberoy tenentiu. eiusd' Provincie vel maior' 
part' eo^dem quos ad leges condendas cum & quoties opus 
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fuerit a p^f at' Eddo Plowden ac hered' suis & in forma que 
illi vel illis melior esse videbit' convocari volumus condend' 
faciend' edendi & sub sigillo p'dco Edmundi & hered' suoy 
pmulgandi in oes holes infra p 9 dict' Provinciam & limit' eiusd' 
p tempore existen' vel sub illius vel illoij potestat' ac regimine 
novam Albion versus navigando & inde redeundo extra vel 
ad terr' Angl' seu extra vel ad aliqua alia Dominia nfa ubilib? 
constitut' pmulctaij imposicbem incarceractiem & aliam quam- 
lib? coercionem etiamsi oportet Et dilci qualitas id exegeret p 
membri vel vite priva6Sem p se p'fat' Edmund' & hered' suos 
seu p Deputat' locumtenent' judices justiciar' officiar' & mi- 
nistr' suos scdm tenor' ac veram intencoem p'sentiu constitu- 
end' et conficiend' et debit' exequend' iudicesq' magistrat' et 
officiar' quoscunq' ad quascunq' causas & quacunq' potestate 
et in forma que p'fat' Edmund' Plowden vel hered' sui melior' 
esse videbit r terr' marique constituend' et ordinand' crimina 
item & excessus quoscunq' contra hufnoi leges sive ante ju- 
diciu occeptiu sive post remittendi relaxandi pdonandi et abo- 
lendi ceteraq' oTa et singul' ad justicie complement' curiasq' & 
tribunialia judicioy form' et pcedent' modos ptinent etiamsi 
de illis expresso in p 9 sentib3 non fiat mencio faciend' liberam 
plenam & omnimod' tenore p 9 senciii concedim' potestat' Quas 
quidem leges sic ut p^mittit' pmulgand' absolutissima iuris 
firmitate et ab oib3 hominib3 subditis & ligeis nfis hered' et 
success' nfo^ quatenus eos concernen' custodiri et sub penis 
in eisd' express' & exprimendis inviolabillit' observari volum' 
iniungim' p'cipim' et mandam' Ita tamen qd leges p'dict' sint 
racSe consone et non repugnantes nee contrarie (sed quoad 
convenient 1 " fieri poterit) consentanie legib3 statut' consuetud' 
et jur' regnov nro!^ Anglie & hibnie Et quoniam in tanto Pro- 
vincie regimine repentin casus sepenumero contingunt quib3 
necesse erit remediu adhibere antequam liberi tenentes dee 
Provinc' ad leges condend' convocari possint nee idoneum 
erit continuo tal' casu emergente tantum populum convocari 
Id circo p meliori gubernac6e dee Provincie volum' et ordi- 
nam' ac p p'sent' p nobis hered' & success' nfis p'fat' Ed- 
mundo Plowden & hered' suis concedim' qd p 9 fat' Edmundus 
Plowden ac hered' sui p se ac p magistrat' & officiar' in ea 
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parte debite ut p'fertf constituent!' ordinacoes idoneas ac sa- 
lubres de tempore in tempus facere & constituere possint ac 
valeant infra provinciam p 9 dict' custodiend' & observand' quam 
p custod' pacis qfii p melior' regimine populi ibm degent' easq' 
oibus quas eadem aliqualit' tangunt seu tangere possint pub- 
lice innotesscere Quas quidem ordinacoes infra diet' Provin- 
ciam inviolabitf observari volum' sub penis in eisd' exprimend' 
Ita qd eadem ordinacoes sint racoe consone et non sint repug- 
nantes nee contrarie sed quoad convenient' fieri potest con- 
sentanie legib3 statut' et Jurib3 regni nri Angl' & hibnie (et 
ita qd eadem ordinacoes se non extendant ad ius vel interesse 
alicuius psone vel aliquaij psonaty de aut in libero tenemento 
bona seu catalla aliqualit' astringend' ligand' onerand' seu 
tollend' Porro ut nova Colonia populi eodem confluentis mul- 
titudine felicius crescat' pariter & Barbaro!/ alio^q' hostiu 
piratai/. et p'donum incursib3 firmius muniat* Id circo nos p 
nobis liered' & success' nfis oib3 hominib3 et subdit' nfis 
hered' & success' nroi/. ligiis p 9 sentib3 & futuris nisi quib3 id 
spialit' fuerit inter diet' se f amiliasq' suas ad dcam nove Al- 
bion pvinciam cum idoneis navigiis et commentu congfo 
transferrend' sedesq' suas ibm collocandi incolendi & inhabi- 
tandi et extra regn' nfm Hibnie se cum laboratores & artifices 
conducere & transportare unacum granis cuiuscunq' gener' 
capros equos equas vaccas boves porcos & peccora aliasq' 
bestias domesticas cum oib3 necessar' tarn ad victum qni 
ad vestitum ptinentib3 & quotiescunq' inhitantes dee Pro- 
vincie vel gubernator' vel principal' provincie p 9 dict' hoc in- 
notescerint castraq' & castella seu al' fortilitia ad p 9 fat' 
Edmund' Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suoy arbitriu p de- 
fensione publica & sua extruend' & muniend' facultat' licen- 
ciam & lib 9 tat' damus & concedim' p p 9 sent' statutum de 
fugitivis vel aliis quibuscunq' tarn in Anglia quam in Hibnia 
fcis in contrar' p 9 miss' in aliquo non obstante Volumus etiam 
et ex uberiori gra p nobis hered' & success' nfis firmit' 
p'cipim' & constituim' ordinam' et mandam' qd dca Provincia 
de nfa ligeancia sit Quodq' oes & singuli subditi & ligei nfi 
hered' & success' nfoi/ in p 9 fat' Provincia p'dict' vel deducend' 
ipoi^q' & omn' alio!/ liber' ibm nati seu imposter' nascendi sint 
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& erint indiginei et ligei nfi & hered' & success' nroj/i ac in 
oib3 tractent r reputent r & habeant* tanquam fideles ligei nfi 
ac hered' et success' nfoy infra regnu nfm Angl' Tel hibSie 
oriund' Necnon terr' tent' reu 9 con' servic' et al' hereditament' 
quecunq' infra regn' nfm Angl' & hibnie ac alia dominia nfa 
pquirere recipe cape here tenere emere ac possidere ac eis uti 
& gaudere easq' dare vendere alienare & legare ac etiam oes 
lib 9 tat' tranches' & privileg' regno!/. nfo# Angl' et hibnie libere 
quiete & pacifice here & possidere eisq' uti & gaudere possint 
tanquam ligei nfi infra dca regna nfa Angl' & hibnie nati seu 
oriundi absq' impediment' molestacoe vexa6oe Calumnia seu 
gravamine nf o hered' & success' nfoi/ quo^cunq' aliquo Statut' 
act' ordinacoe seu pvisione in contrariii inde non obstant' 
Preterea ut subdit' nostr' ad expedieoem hanc prompto & 
alacri animo suscipiend' lucri spe & p^viligeo^ dulcitudine 
incitenter Sciatis qd nos de gra nfa spiali ac ex certa Sciencia 
& mero motu nfis tarn p 9 fat' Eddo Plowden milit' hered' & 
assign' suis quam al' o!b3 de tempore in tempus habitandi 
causa in novam Albion pfecturis oia & singul' bona sua tarn 
mobillia qm immobilia merces & mercimonia arma item & 
instrumenta bellica offensiva & defensiva in quibuscunq' por- 
tubus nfis hered' & success' nfov in naves imponendi et one- 
rand' et in Provinciam novi Albion p se vel servos aut assign' 
suos transportandi absq' aliqua imposicoe subsid' custum' seu 
alia quacunq' re nobis hered' vel success' nfis inde solvend' 
Et absq' impedimento vel molestacoe nfi hered' vel success' 
tiroy. vel cuiuscunq' officiar' nfi hered' et success' nfoijt seu 
firmar' nfo# hered' vel success' nfo# plenam tenore p 9 senciu 
licenciam damus & liberam facultat' concedim' aliquo statut' 
actu ordinacoe aut alia re quacunq' in contrariii non obstant' 
Proviso semp anteqm dca bona res & mercimonia in naves 
inferenter & onerenter licencia sup hoc a Thesaurar' nfo 
hered' et success' nf oijl regnoij Anglie vel hibnie respective vel 
Comissionar' p Thesaurar' nfo vel sex vel plur' de privato 
Consilio nfo hered' & success' nfoy sub eoif. manib3 inscripta 
petita fu 9 it & obtenta Quibus quidem Comissionar' & privato 
Consilio nfo hered' & success' nfo^ aut aliquib3 sex aut plur' 
eoiyt licencias humoi in forma p'dict' concedend' potestat' p 
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nobis hered' & success' nfis Dedim' & concessim' sicut damus 
& concedim' p p'sent' Quia vero in tarn longinqua regione & 
inter tot Barbaras nationes posita tarn ipoij Barbaroy qni alioii 
hostiu pirataij et p'donu incursus vero similit' timeri poterit 
Id circo p'fat' Edmund' Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suos 
p se vel capitaneos aut alios officiar' suos oes holes cuiuscunq' 
condiebis aut undecunq' oriundos in Provincia Novi Albion p 
tempore existent' ad vexilla vocandi delectus habendi bella 
gerendi hostesq' & p^dones p 9 dict' terra mariq' etiam ultra 
Provincie sue limites psequend' Eosq' si deus dederit pfligandi 
& capiendi et captos iure belli occidendi vel p arbitrio suo 
servand' ceteraq' oia & singul' que ad capitanei general' ius 
& officii! spectan' seu spectare consueverunt faciend' adeo 
plenam & liberam ac quivis capitan' general' unquam huit 
Dedim' ac p nobis hered' & success' nfis damus potestat' p 
p'sent' Volumus etiam ac p p 9 sent' hanc chartam nram p 9 fat' 
Edmondo Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suis potestat' lib 9 tat' 
& aucfat' damus ut in casu rebellionis repentini tumultus aut 
seditionis sique (quod absit) sive sup terram infra Provinciam 
ante diet' sire sup alto mare in itinere ad novam Albion vel 
inde revertendo oriri contigerit p se capitaneos deputat' aut 
aF officiar' suos sub sigill' suis ad hoc authorizand' quib3 
etiam nos p nobis hered' & success' nfis plenissimam p p 9 sent' 
potestat' & auctatem Damus & concedim' adversus rerum 
nov&if. authores seditiosos regimini illius vel illoi/ se subtra- 
hentes militiam detractantes transfugas desertores emansores 
vel aliter utcunq' contra rem moram & disciplinam millitar' 
delinquentes iure utantf militari adeo libere ac in tarn amp? 
modo & forma ac aliquis capitaneus general' virtute officii sui 
uti possit aut consuevit Porro ne viris honeste natis & se ad 
pS'sentem expedicoem accinturis ac bene de nobis & regnis 
nris pace & bello mereri cupientib3 in tarn remota longeq' 
dissita regione omn' ad honores & dignitat' via pclus' & pe- 
nitus obsepta esse videat r Propterba nos p nobis hered' & 
success' nfis p'fat' Edmundo Plowden hered' & assign' suis 
liberam & plenariam potestat' Damus favores gras & honores 
in bene meritos Cives infra pvinciam p 9 dcam inhabitantes 
conferrendi eosq' quibuscunq' titulis & dignitatis (modo 
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talis non fuerint que in Angl' nunc usurpant*) p arbitrio suo 
decorandi villas item in Burgos et Burgos in civitat' ppter 
Inhabitants merita et locoy oportunitatem cum privileg' & 
Iinunitat' congruis erigend' & incorporand' ac etiam maner' 
creare & erigere tenuras etiam & servicia liboi^L tenentiii in- 
stituere & reservare ac diversas formas & species monatarii 
(sed auris different') incudere & imprimere quas in dca Pro- 
vincia Ultimas fore & currentes & acceptabilles ab oib3 ibi de- 
gentib3 <fe frequentantib3 esse mandam' ceteraq' oia & singula 
in p 9 miss' faciend' que illi & illis congrua esse videbuntf 
etiamsi talia fuerunt que de sua natura mandatum & warrant' 
exigant magis spial' quam in p^sentibs sit expressum et adeo 
libere et tarn amplis modo & forma put societas nove terre et 
Indian oriental' & Insula^ Barmoodas ate Somers vocat' seu 
Episcopus Dunelmensis infra Episcopat' seu comitat' Pallatin' 
Dunelmense seu Dfis Baltamore infra terras sire pvincias suas 
de Maryland et Avolonia vel Iacobus comes Carlile infra In- 
sulas de S* xpofer et Barbadoes & ceter' Antillas diet' vel 
aliquis al' Gubernator Societas seu fundator Colonie noster 
unqfn antehac habuit teuit usus & gavisus fuit seu de iure 
here tenere uti vel gaudere debuit aut potuit Et quoniam Co- 
lonial et omn' rerum publican p 9 mordia variis incomodis & 
dimcultatibs laborare solent Propterea nos p 9 sentis huius 
Colonie innitiis faventes ut qui gravenf in uno relevent* in 
alter' regia sollicitudine pvidentes ex gra spiali & mero motu 
nfis p 9 fat' Edmondo Plowden hered' & assign' suis omni- 
busq' nove Albion incolis & inhabitantib3 quibuscunq' p'sen- 
tib3 & futur' p hanc chartam nfam licenciam nram damus & 
concedim' ut merces et mercimonias quascunq' ex dee Pro- 
vincie fructib3 & comoditat' terrestris vel maritimis redigend' 
p se vel factor' suos & assign' suos in quoscunq' portus nfos 
hered' & success' nroij regnoy Anglie aut hibnie libere inferre 
& exon 9 are & alit' de eis ibm disponere Et si opus fuerit 
easdem merces infra unu Ann' ab oneracSe eo^dem continuo 
numerandi rursus in naves easdem vel alias onerare & in 
quascunq' voluerint regiones sive nfas sive extraneas expor- 
tare valeant nullo inde subsid' Custum' taxacoe vel imposicoe 
quacunq' nobis hered' vel success' nris vel success' nroy fir- 
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mariis & redemptor' quomodolib? solvend' Proviso semp & 
nfe intencon' est qd hec gra nfa & custum' & imposicbn' ac 
subsid' immunitas decern duntaxit annos a dat' p 9 senchi con- 
tinuo numerandi et non ultra duret & firmitatem het dcis vero 
decim annis elapsis & finitis volum' & concedim' ac p nobis 
hered' & success' nfis mandam' qd p 9 fat' Edus Plowden 
miles hered' & assign' sui aliiq' nove Albion incole et inha- 
bitantes oes & singul' & futur' merces & mercimonia & mer- 
chandisas quascunq' p 9 dict' in quoscunq' portus nfos hered' 
& success' nfoyi inferre & exon 9 are et si voluerint p se vel 
suos infra tempus p 9 dict' reonerare et exonerare possint & 
valeant Proviso semp qd tales & talia custum' imposi56es 
subsid' & telonia nobis hered' & success' nris inde solvere 
teneant 1 qualis & qualia reliqui subditi nri p tempore solvere 
tenebunt r ultra quas & que p^fat' novi Albion incolas nulla- 
tenus gra varivolum' Et ulterius de ampliori gra nfa spiali ac 
ex certa sciencia & mero motu nfis p nobis hered' & success' 
nfis concedim' p 9 fat' Eddo Plowden milit' hered' & assign' 
suis plenam & absolutam potestat' & auctat' faciend' erigend' 
& constituend' infra dcam Provinciam novi Albion & Insulas 
p'dict' tot & tal' portus maritimos naviii stationes crec' & al' 
loc' oneracois & exoneracbis p navib3 cimbis & al' vassib3 ac 
tot in talib3 loc' & cum tal' nfis iur' iurisdiccftn' lib 9 tat' 
privileg' ad huffioi portas spectan' put ei vel eis melius vide- 
bit r expediri Quodq' oes & singul' naves cimbe & al' vasa 
quecunq' causa merchandizandi ad Provinciam vel ex Pro- 
\dncia p 9 dict' venientes vel exeuntes ad humoi portus p p 9 dict' 
Eddum Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suos sic erigend' & 
constituend' solumodo onerenf et exonerent' aliquo usu con- 
suetudine aut aliqua re in contrariix non obstant' salva semp 
& omnib3 subdit' nfis Angl' hered' vel success' nfo!/. reservat' 
lib 9 tatem piscandi tarn in mare quam in portubus & crecis 
Provincie antedce ac privileg' saliendi excicandi & arefaciend' 
pisces in littore eiusd' Provincie si eandem racionabilit' hac- 
tenus usi sunt vel gavisi aliquo in p 9 sentib3 in contrar' non 
obstant' Quibus quidem lib 9 tat' & privileg' subditi nfi et hered' 
& success' nfo^ antedict' gaudebunt absq' notabil' dampno vel 
iniuria p 9 fat' Eddo Plowden hered' et assign' suis aut eiusdem 
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Provincie incolis & inhabitantib3 in Portubus crecis aut littor' 
p 9 dict' & p 9 sertim in boscis ibm crescentib3 aliqualif fiend' 
Et si quis huffioi fecerit dampn' aut iniuriam gravis indig- 
na65is nfe hered' et success' nroty debiteq' legum castigacois 
piculum penamq' subeat Volumus insup statuim' ac ordinam' 
ac p p 9 sent' p nobis hered' & success' nris concedim' p 9 fat' 
Eddo Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suis qd p 9 fat' Edmundus 
hered' & assign' sui de tempore in tempus imppfn heant & 
gaudeant oTa & singula subsidia custum' & imposicon' in por- 
tubus naviu stationib3 ab locis p 9 dict' infra Provinciam p 9 dict' 
solubiles sive emergent' p mercundinis & rebus ibm onerand' 
ac exonerand' Et ulterius volum' ac p p 9 sent' p nobis hered' 
& success' nfis convenim' & concedim' ad & cum p'fat' Eddo 
Plowden milit' hered' & assign' suis qd nos hered' & success' 
nfi nullo unquam tempore imposter' aliquam imposicoem cus- 
tum' & al' taxacoem quamcunq' imponem' & imponi faciem' 
aut causabim' in & sup incolas aut inhabitantes Provincie 
p 9 dict' aut aliqua terr' tent' bona seu catall' in & infra Pro- 
vinciam pS'dict' aut in & sup aliqua bona seii merchandizas 
infra Provinciam p 9 dict' aut infra port' aut Naviu station' 
dee Provincie onerand' aut exonerand' Et hanc declaracbem 
& concession' nfam in oibus Cur' & coram quibuscunq' judi- 
cib3 nfis hered' & success' nfoy p sufficient' & littima solucSe 
liberate & acquietam' & de tempore in tempus recipi & allo- 
cari volumus ac p nobis hered' & success' nfis iubem' et 
mandam' p 9 cipientes oibus & singul' officiar' & ministr' nfis 
hered' & success' nfoi/. sub gravi nfa indignacSe iniungentes 
ne quid in contrariu p 9 miss' ullo unquam tempore attemptare 
audeant aut eisd' ullo modo contravenient' sed p 9 fat' Eddo 
Plowden militi Iohi Lawrence mil' et Barronett' Bowyer 
Worsley milit' Carolo Barret aro Rogero Packe Willo Inwood 
IoM Trusley Thome Ribread & Georgio Noble ac p'fat' novi 
Albion incolis & mercator' p 9 dict' eoy servis ministris facto- 
rib3 et assign' in plenissimo huius Charte nfe usu & fruitione 
omn' tempore auxilient r & assistent put decet Et si forte im- 
poster' contigerit dubitacoes aut questiones circa verum sen- 
sum & intellect' alicuius verbi claus' vel sententie in hac 
p 9 senti charta nfa content' generari earn semp & in oib3 inter- 
Vol. vii — 5 
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pretacoem adhiberi et in quibuscunq' Cur' nfis obtinere volum' 
p'cipim' & mandam' que p'fat' Eddo Plowden milit' & assign' 
suis sociisq' suis p'nominatis aliisq' novi Albion incolis be- 
nignior' utillior' & favorabilior' esse iudicabit r Proviso semp 
qd nulla fiat interpretaeio p qm sacro Sancta dei & vera xpi- 
ana religio aut ligeancia nobis hered' & success' nfis debita 
iminucoem p 9 iudiciii aut dispend' in aliquo patiant* Eo quod 
expressa mentio de vero valore annuo aut de certitudine 
p^miss' vel eo^ alicuius aut de al' don' sive concession' p nos 
seu p aliquem pgenit' seu p'decess' nroij p'fat' Edmondo Plow- 
den milit' ante hac tempora fact' in p'sentib3 minime fact' 
existit aut aliquo statuto actu aut ordinacon' pvisione pcla- 
macoe sive restriccoe antehac fact' habit' edit' ordinat 5 sive 
pvis' aut aliqua re causa vel mater' quacunq' in contrar' inde 
in aliquo non obstant' In cxnus rei testimoniu has lfas nfas 
fieri fecim' patent' Teste p'fat' Deputat' nfo general' Regni 
nfi hibnie apud Dublin vicesimo primo die Iunii anno regni 
nfi decimo p lfs de privat' Sigillo. 
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